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SUBJECT: ALLEGED ISRAELI ACTION ON WEST BANK 

REF: STATE 174828 

1 . BEST WE CAN DO TO RESPOND TO REFTEL, IS TO SAY THAT 

AZIZ SHEHADEH AND MAYOR MULHIM TOLD US AT JULY 13 LUNCHEON 
THAT MILGOV HAS ASKED MUKHTARS ON WEST BANK TO GIVE THEM NAMES 
OF LEADING PALESTINIANS. NO REASON FOR ISRAELI REQUEST WAS KNOWN 
BY THEM. 

2. IN FOLLOWING UP WITH SEVERAL MUKHTARS IN JERUSALEM, WE HAVE 
LEARNED THAT ISRAELI OFFICIALS HAD, ABOUT ONE OR TWO MONTHS 
AGO, ASKED THEM TO PROVIDE THE NAMES, ADDRESSES AND ID CARD 
NUMBERS OF EVERY INHABITANT IN THEIR AREA. RUMOR HAD IT THAT 
PURPOSE OF SUCH A LISTING WAS FOR CENSUS PURPOSES. ACCORDING 
TO "AL QUDS’" EDITOR, ABOUT TWO MONTHS AGO MUKHTARS IN WEST 
BANK WERE ASKED BY MILGOV TO PREPARE LISTS OF ALL PEOPLE IN 
THEIR AREA AS WELL AS RELATIVES ABROAD, RESIDENCE ABROAD, 

TYPE OF WORK, AND WHAT PROPERTY OWNED AS WELL AS WHO HAS THEIR 
POWER OF ATTORNEY. 
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3. COMMENT: IT SEEMS CLEAR ENOUGH THAT MILGOV HAS ASKED 
IN PAST TWO MONTHS FOR LISTING OF RESIDENTS OF WEST BANK 
AND THEIR RELATIVES ABROAD. IT IS NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR WHAT IS THE 
PURPOSE OF THIS REQUEST BUT IT MAY BE CONNECTED, IN PART, 

WITH RECENT FLAP OVER CUSTODY OF ABSENTEE PROPERTY ON WEST BANK. 
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